Sisters of St. Clare
Saginaw, MI

Sister Bernardone

Sister Bernardone Reining, (fondly known to her
friends as “Bernie”) was born May 25, 1918. She
has led a full and interesting life as a Poor Clare
sister, also known as a Sister of St. Clare. She has
seen many changes over her 95 years.
Her story is remarkable. She was born at home
on a farm in southwestern Minnesota. The Reinings
lived a simple life. Their house had neither indoor
plumbing nor electricity. She was the 10th of
11 children and is now the
last living member of her
immediate family.
When she was 18, influenced
by the sisters who taught her
in grade school, she entered
the religious congregation of
the Sisters of St. Francis in
Rochester, Minnesota. She
remembers her father taking
her to get the train for the
Convent. He stopped to buy
her ice cream, and it was the
first time she had eaten out.
She ministered as a Franciscan sister for 34 years.
She served mainly in the kitchen at St. Mary’s
Hospital which is part of the Mayo Clinic. However,
she found herself looking for something more in
her religious life. Desiring more time to pray, in
1970 she entered the Monastery of Poor Clares in
Minneapolis and lived there for the next 20 years.
Meanwhile in Saginaw, Michigan, Bishop Ken
Untener was creating a vibrant diocese and was
interested in having a contemplative community
as part of his plan. Through a mutual friend, Sister
Donna Markham, we met Bishop Ken. In 1991,
Sr. Bernardone was among our group of four Poor
Clares who accepted Bishop Ken’s invitation to

leave our Monastery in Minnesota and to bring a
contemplative community to Saginaw.
Over our many years in Saginaw, she has become
well known not only for her dedication to prayer,
but also for her chocolate chip cookies and her
warm greeting of guests at our door. Over the 19
years that the late Fr. Tom Moore joined us for
Mass, she was always there to meet him. If for some
reason she was not there, he was very concerned.
Her outstanding contribution
to the four of us in our ministry
over the years has been her
ability to make our house
a home. She managed the
hearth, our meals, and our
religious feasts. She has a strong
body in spite of her petite size
and is very capable of hard
work. For example, she mowed
grass until she was 82! She was
just a “Jill of all trades” with
energy to spare. Even today,
she holds her own in Euchre. She is a challenging
opponent!
She has cared for us spiritually as well. Faithfully
she drew us together to pray if we became
distracted and forgot our regular prayer times.
Over the years, she has been a spiritual strength
as well to her own large family who still live in
Minnesota. She is often asked to pray for the new
pregnancy in the family -- which keeps her busy!
She has 44 nieces and nephews, 194 grand nieces
and nephews, 281 great-grand nieces and nephews
and (at last count) at least 23 great great-grand
nieces and nephews, all totaling more than a village
population of 550!
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There are days now when Bernie is a bit
confused because her sleep patterns have
changed. We ask her what she does when she
can’t sleep. She says, without missing a beat, “I get
up and pray a rosary for our people in Saginaw.”
Her response is a snapshot into her quiet aging.
The rosary with its repeated prayers is very easy for
her to remember and a comfort to her spirit. Her
Bible as well as her prayer book is lovingly worn
and looks lived in. Its pages are crinkled as it rests
beside her bed.
Her favorite daily activities now are waiting for
the newspaper and mail delivery, and watching the
six o’clock news. She is not happy with the change
in the paper delivery. It now comes only 3 days
a week, and when Saturday mail delivery stops
that will be another change that will disrupt her
schedule. She treasures notes from her family and
cherishes the pictures they send. She looks at them

over and over again.
She still contributes to our daily household and
outreach duties. She works in the kitchen with
Sr. Laurene chopping and cutting vegetables,
and washing and putting away dishes. She helps
Sr. Laura with counting and packing cards for
Christmas sales. She helps with the laundry. Sister
Bernardone is willing, always willing!
Her days now are spent waiting to meet her
God. She is ready for God’s call. She is prepared
and peaceful. She has had a remarkable life and is
a blessing to us all.
Visit our website (http://srsclare.com/about-us/
media) to enjoy a video interview with Sister
Bernardone: “Sister Bernie, simply herself.”

Sr. Laura and Sisters

Sisters of St. Clare
4875 Shattuck Rd • Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone: 989-797-0593 • Web: http://srsclare.com • Facebook: SistersofStClare
Please remember us in your charitable giving.

